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Module Aims: 
 
This module aims to: 
 

 Develop students’ awareness of the major cultural and intellectual changes taking 
place during this period 

Encourage an understanding of the way in which ancient and mediaeval influences impact 
upon the ‘early modern’ period 

 

 
Intended Learning Outcomes: 
 
At the end of this module, students will be able to: 
 

1. Explore the major political, cultural and religious changes in the period c.1400 – 1600 
(KS1, KS3, KS5, KS6, KS7) 

2. Evaluate the nature and impact of classical and humanistic thought (KS1, KS4, KS6) 
3. Critique the concept of an ‘early modern’ period (KS1, KS3, KS6) 

 
Key skills (KS) for employability 
 
1. Written, oral and media communication skills 
2. Leadership, team working and networking skills 
3. Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills 
4. Information technology skills and digital literacy 
5. Information management skills 
6. Research skills 
7. Intercultural and sustainability skills 
8. Career management skills 
9. Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self-management) 
10. Numeracy 
 

 

 
Assessment:  
 
Assessment One will be an essay designed to test student understanding of early modern 
themes and debates.   
 
Assessment Two is an examination covering the broad themes of the course. 
 
 
Assessment 
number  

Learning 
Outcomes 
to be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Duration (if 
exam) 

Word count (or 
equivalent if 
appropriate) 

1 
 

1, 3 Essay 50%  2000 

2 
 

1, 2 Examination 50% 2 hours  



 
Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
 
The module comprises lectures, seminar sessions and in-class group work.  These sessions 
make full use primary and secondary sources and incorporate Q&A elements to stimulate 
discussion and encourage understanding. 
 

 

Indicative Syllabus outline: 

 

 How appropriate is the term ‘early modern’?   

 The ‘Pleasure Principle’ Humanism and the recovery of the classical world 

 Power in Renaissance Europe:  ‘new’ monarchies and old oligarchies 

 Florence and Rome – centres of Renaissance culture and thought 

 Machiavelli and political theory 

 The art of the Renaissance:   

 Reformation thought before the Reformation 

 Hatching the ‘hen’s egg’:  Erasmus and Luther 

 The search for truth:  Scientific advances in the later Renaissance period 
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